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Global Trends: U.S. National Intelligence Council

VWorking age populations are shrinking in wealthy countries

VThe global economy is shifting

VTechnology is accelerating but causing discontinuities

VGoverning is getting harder

VNature of conflict is changing

VClimate changeðenvironment and health issues demand 
immediate attention
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Rapid Demographic Change

2013

1 China

2 India

3 United States

4 Indonesia

5 Brazil

6 Pakistan

7 Nigeria

8 Bangladesh

9 Russia 

10 Japan

2045

1 India

2 China

3 Nigeria

4 United States

5 Indonesia

6 Pakistan

7 Brazil

8 Bangladesh

9 Congo, Dem. Rep

10 Ethiopia
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Top 10 

economies 

in 2016 and 

2050 (GDP 
at PPPs)

2016 2050

US 1 1 China

China 2 2 India

India 3 3 US

Japan 4 4 Indonesia

Germany 5 5 Brazil

Russia 6 6 Russia

Brazil 7 7 Mexico

Indonesia 8 8 Japan

UK 9 9 Germany

France 10 10 UK

Sources: IMF for 2016 
estimates, PwC analysis for 
projections to 2050
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Climate ChangeðHow Do We Know?

The current warming trend is of 

particular significance because 

most of it is extremely likely 

(greater than 95 percent 

probability) to be the result of 

human activity since the mid-

20th century and proceeding at 

a rate that is unprecedented 

over decades to millennia.

-Nasa.gov/evidence
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Over the past 20 years climate-related disasters alone have taken a 
huge toll: 

Å1.3 million people killed 

Å4.4 billion people injured, rendered homeless or displaced or 
required aid 

ÅNearly $2.9 trillion in economic losses from climate related and 
geophysical disasters 

-UN Office for Risk Reduction, 2018 

Climate-Related Disasters
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Climate Change

Å The impacts of climate change are numerous. Limited natural resources, 

such as drinking water, are likely to become even scarcer in many parts 

of the world. Crops and livestock struggle to survive in climate change 

óhotspotsô where conditions become too hot and dry, or too cold and wet, 

threatening livelihoods and exacerbating food insecurity.

Å People are trying to adapt to the changing environment, but many are 

being forcibly displaced from their homes by the effects of climate change 

and disasters or are relocating in order to survive. New displacement 

patterns, and competition over depleted natural resources can spark 

conflict between communities or compound pre-existing vulnerabilities.
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Climate Change

Å In 2018, extreme weather events such as severe drought in 

Afghanistan, Tropical Cyclone Gita in Samoa, and flooding in the 

Philippines, resulted in acute humanitarian needs. According to the 

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, there were 18.8 million new 

disaster-related internal displacements recorded in 2017. 

Å Most disaster displacement linked to natural hazards and the impacts 

of climate change is internal, with those affected remaining within 

their national borders. However, displacement across borders also 

occurs, and may be interrelated with situations of conflict or violence.

-UNHCR, 2019

http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/
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State of World Food Security and Nutrition
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A Special Moment in History

Å We live in a world of great challenges as well as great progress. Most 

of the challenges are globalðas is the progress

Å Some of our challenges are as old as our species: 

o Poverty, poor health, ignorance, addiction, violence and tyranny

Å Some are new and quite unprecedented: 

o Environmental crisis, cyberwarfare, threat of nuclear and 

chemical warfare

Å We must ensure that our graduates are prepared for this new 

world 
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Are they prepared?
What College-Aged Students Know About the World: A Survey 
on Global Literacy

ÅThe Global Literacy Survey, conducted in May 2016 among 1,203 

respondents aged eighteen to twenty-six, revealed significant gaps 

between what young people understand about todayôs world and what 

they need to know to successfully navigate and compete in it. 

ÅThe average score on the surveyôs knowledge questions was only 55 

percent correct, and just 29 percent of respondents earned a 

minimal passð66 percent correct or better. Just over 1 percentð

17 of 1,203ðearned an A, 91 percent or higher. 

-Council on Foreign Relations and National Geographic
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Survey Questions
Since 2011, the number of Mexicans leaving the U.S. and returning to 

Mexico has been greater than the number of Mexicans entering the U.S.

a. True

b. False

c. Donôt know

Which language is spoken by the most people in the world as their 

primary language?

a. Russian

b. Mandarin Chinese

c. English

d. Arabic

e. Donôt know
- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations
Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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29 percent correctly identified Indonesia, among the countries 

highlighted below, as the one with the majority Muslim 

population.

- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations
Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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Percentages who correctly identified the countries highlighted 

below:

- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations
Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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Match Country with Current Issue

a. Brazil 1. Normalizing relations with the USA

b. Cuba 2. Ongoing civil war

c. Germany 3. Epidemic outbreak of Zika virus

d. Japan 4. Settlement of refugees/migrants

e. South Sudan 5. Referendum on the EU

f. United Kingdom 6. Aging and shrinking population

- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations. Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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Percentage who correctly said the United States is bound by 

treaty to protect the following countries if they are attacked:

- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations. Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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30 percent correctly identified which branch of the U.S. government 

(legislative) has constitutional authority to declare war.

- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations. Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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How much of your knowledge about global topics and issues 

comes from the college courses you have taken?

A great dealéééééééééé11%

A lotééééééééééééé.17%

A moderate amountéééééé..34%

A littleéééééééééééé..26%

None at alléééééééééé..12%

- Global Literacy Survey, Council on Foreign Relations. Cfr.org/global-literacy-survey
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Respondents ranked importance of knowledge on the topics 

below.

- Global Literacy 
Survey, Council on 
Foreign Relations. 
Cfr.org/global-
literacy-survey
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Why Global Knowledge is Essential

Å ñThese survey results come in an era of globalization, when the world 

is characterized by enormous cross-border flows of everything from 

people and ideas to weapons and pollutants. 

Å American citizens are affected in fundamental waysðin legislative 

bodies, boardrooms, and the environmentðby what happens in the 

world. 
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Why Global Knowledge is Essential

Å All of this makes an educated public essential for American economic 

competitiveness, national security, and democracy. 

Å To contend for jobs, assume leadership positions in government and 

other sectors, and hold elected officials accountable, young people 

must understand the global context in which they operate as citizens 

and professionals. 

Å Yet our survey shows that many individuals educated in this country 

do not. This constitutes a major national challenge.ò
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Study Abroad
Å IIE estimates that about 10.9 percent of all undergraduate studentsðand 

16percent of those earning bachelorôs degreesðstudy abroad at some 

point in their undergraduate careers.

Å Short term programs increasing: 64.6 percent of all students who studied 

abroad in 2016-17 did so on summer programs or those that were eight 

weeks or fewer in length

Å The profile of study abroad students continues to become more racially and 

ethnically diverse, though is still a long way from reflecting the diversity of 

enrollment in U.S. higher education, which is about 42% nonwhite. About 

29.2 percent of students who studied abroad in 2016-17 were nonwhite, 
compared to 18.1 percent a decade earlier.

- Open Doors, 2018, Institute of International Education 
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Study Abroad Participation by World Region

- Open Doors, 2018, Institute of International Education 


