Figure 1. Sample Guided Pathway with Signature Work
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EXAMPLE: Environmental Sustainability Pathway (STEM Field)
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Preparing students to do signature work will require thoughtful redesign of curricular pathways. This example of a general education
pathway is rich with problem-based learning. It can be integrated with any well-designed major. Students taking this pathway
would develop core intellectual skills and knowledge through exploration of big questions, and they would be required to apply
their learning in their own Signature Work. A version of this figure originally appeared in The LEAP Challenge: Education for a World of
Unscripted Problems, published in 2015 by AAC&U.

Environmental
sustainability
course
Summer
internship with
environmentally
focused nonprofit
Course on fuel

SENIOR
CAPSTONE
Creation of local
fuel station and
strategy to recycle
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* For students in two-year degree
programs, this work is Signature
Work. For students in four-year degree
programs, it is preparation for Signature
Work. Transfer students may take the
second-year inquiry seminar at the
original institution or following transfer.

