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Have you encountered a decline in the quality of research being submitted by students
within your courses? Are your students able to locate information, but unable to critically
evaluate and think about what they have discovered? These dilemmas can be changed into
opportunities by integrating information fluency principles into assignments, research
papers, and more. This session will describe how faculty can enhance students’ information
fluency through (1) collaboration with college and university librarians and (2) exposing
students to resources, tools, search strategies, and information evaluation concepts.
Participants will learn about a tiered approach to information fluency developed for social
science courses and consider how this can be adapted to other disciplinary contexts.

Michael Howser - Information Literacy/GIS Librarian
Miami University - Oxford, OH

e-mail: howserm@muohio.edu

IM: howsermr (AOL & yahoo)
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Fostering the Information Fluency skills of students requires a multi-course approach where
skills are developed in stages rather than attempting to cover too much information in a
short period of time. Outline below are some potential tiers of developing Information
Fluency skills within the context of the four year college experience.

« |[dentify appropriate sources of information based on the information needed
« Cites information in proper style based on course/discipline requirements

* Migrates to structured searching and include boolean logic and truncation

« Explores the perspective/bias of sources

« Utilizes general databases/indexes to locate information

» Understands the difference between peer reviewed resources and popular sources

« Utilizes a citation manager to gather citation information to build research archive

« Cites and utilizes information appropriately with usage of footnotes/in-text citations
 Advanced search techniques are utilized including boolean logic and truncation

« Migrates from general to discipline specific databases/indexes to locate information

« Research information is incorporated into multiple formats

« Explores the basics of copyright law to ensure information is being used appropriately
« Develops familiarity with basic statistical and/or geographic data resources

« Uses advanced searching techniques, thesauri, and other tools to focus searching

« Utilizes citation searching resources to identify other frequently cited works

« Cites and utilizes information appropriately with usage of footnotes/in-text citations
« Discipline specific databases/indexes are utilized to locate information

« Blends research within multiple formats to expand upon current research

» Understands copyright law and uses information ethically regardless of format

e Incorporates statistical and/or geographic data within research
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Fostering Information Fluency Development - Faculty/Librarian Collaboration
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Fostering Information Fluency Development - Resources



http://www.educause.edu/content.asp?page_id=645&PARENT_ID=390&bhcp=1%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.educause.edu/content.asp?page_id=645&PARENT_ID=390&bhcp=1%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

