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Launching E-Portfolios in the Liberal Studies Program at San Francisco State
University

Brief Overview of Liberal Studies at San Francisco State
The Liberal Studies major at SFSU was conceived originally as a multidisciplinary degree
that provides a strong liberal education. Liberal Studies majors at SFSU can be roughly
divided into two groups of students: 1) those planning to become K-8 elementary teachers
and 2) those interested in a broad, interdisciplinary education. With the arrival of five
tenure-track faculty in Fall 08, curricular revision was initiated. For the first time Liberal
Studies will offer its own courses. Liberal Studies 300, a new gateway course, will be
launched Fall 2008. This gateway course has been designed to be a skill-intensive, writing-
intensive content course for the major in which students will develop integrative, research,
and communication skills. LS 600, the senior capstone course, will be launched Fall 2009.
With the addition of these courses the major is shifting to become more explicitly
integrative and interdisciplinary. The courses will also help facilitate program assessment.

Gateway Course e-portfolio Assignments (as part of VALUE Grant)
There are at least six objectives with the e-portfolio:

1) Evaluate student progress in their education
2) Evaluate student writing (meets Graduation Assessment Writing Requirement)
3) Streamline program advising
4) Evaluate interdisciplinarity/integrative learning
5) Help students articulate their degree and student success
6) Help students transition for life after graduation
Other assignments include the following:

Personal Statement—A short reflective assignment (2-3 pages) in which students identify
personal, academic, and professional goals.

Me and My Areas and Emphasis—A research assignment in which students conduct
research in their chosen disciplines (minimum 5 pages).

Aspirations: Plan of Study/Mission Statement/Intellectual Autobiography—A
reflective assignment in which students recount how their intellectual and academic
interests and how they intend to pursue those interests as Liberal Studies majors. These
assignments are to facilitate the completion of the reflective and organizational pieces of the
e-portfolio assignment (3 pages minimum).

Group Integrative Process Presentation—A team presentation in which student teams
work together to research a complex problem from multiple disciplinary perspectives and
propose an integrative solution, or a more comprehensive understanding of the complex
problem.

Individual Written Integrative Process Report—A research and integrative assignment
in which a student researches a complex problem from more than one disciplinary
perspective and proposes an integrative solution that integrates differing disciplinary
perspectives or a more comprehensive understanding of the problem (minimum 5 pages).
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Teaching & Learning
using ePortfolios
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Integrative Skills

Choose one of the lollowing options thal will further showease
your integrative thinking skills:

Option 1. The Search for Intagration

In two pages, analyze a projoct, career, article, busingss,
product, center, efc. to explain, in detail, how this project,
aic. integratas your two araas of concentration.

Option 2. Interdisciplinary Concepts

In two pages, analyze ana concapt (i.e., risk, time, efficiancy,
gender roles...) from the perspective of each of your areas
of concentration, and then provide a concluding
metaparspective that explores the areas of overap and
conflict that arise from comparing these perspectives.

Option 3. Burz Words

In two pages, fully define at least two “buzz words” or terms
from each of your emphasis areas. Then compare and
contrast the language used in these areas. Do they “spaak
the same language,” or are these conflicts in the use of
language? Areas of overlap/conflict might include tone
(ohjective or subjectiva?), lavel of farmality (formal-informal),
choice of perspective (observer, participant, helper, scientist,
businessperson....), and use of jargon (how much, how
accaptabla?).

[NOTE: The above oplions were developed by [aculty in the
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies Program at Arizona State
University)

Option 4. Interdisciplinary Thinking Artifact

[NOTE: This oplion has been borrowed from Truman Stale's
required portfiolio)
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Liberal Studies ePortfolio
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-
hav fufilled while attending San “rancisco State

University. Ploase feel free to srowse my page
and becoms more acquairted with what | have
been working so hard o accomplish.

During my educational journey | have hac
much success, but have had a few missteps
alorg tre way as well. | was in first grade when |
dected thet | wanked 1o be ar elementary school
‘eacher when | grew up, and & was when | was
2pp'ving 1o colleges my senior year that | figured
out that majoring in Litera Studies was the best
choice of major in order to attain Fy goall. This
clectroric portfaio tracks e steps that | have
waken in college to fulfil the requirements to
graduate in 2010 with a degres in Liberal Studies
and one step cioser to my dream.

Thanks to Maggie Beers, Ruth Cox, Kevin Kelly, and Tanya
Augsburg for help with this presentation




