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� Pathways
� Where we are
� Where we aspire to be
� What have we learned today to get 

from A to B?
� Where do we begin on Monday 

morning?

What we need to know . . .



Schedule for the Day
2:00 p.m.    Welcome  
 
2:10 p.m. Why are you here? 
 
2:30 p.m. IUPUI (Scott Evenbeck) 

·  The Principles of Undergraduate Learning (PULs) 
·  How do you approach general education? 
·  The first-year course / the personal development plan 
·  RISE 

 
3:00 p.m. Groups 
 
3:10 p.m. The Importance of the Co-curriculum (Frank Ross) 

·  Rethinking the work in student affairs 
·  Integration into the first-year curriculum 
·  Assessment 

 
3:30 p.m. Groups / Break 
 
3:50 p.m. Brining it all together (Sharon Hamilton) 

·  Capstone 
·  Eport 
·  Assessment 

 
4:20 p.m. Assignment 
 
4:40 p.m. Report and Wrap Up 



IUPUI



IUPUI
� Indiana University Purdue University 

Indianapolis (IUPUI)
� Downtown Indianapolis
� Public comprehensive four year institution
� Over 185 academic programs
� Doctoral/Research Intensive
� Enrollment - 28,342

� Undergraduate – 19,859
� Graduate – 8,483



IUPUI 

� Student Profile
� 16,970 full-time students
� 11,372 part-time students
� 57.8% female; 42.2% male
� Students from 50 states; 93 countries; all 91 

Indiana counties
� 52% under 25 years of age
� About 59% are first generation
� Around 70% work more than 30 hours a week



University College Mission

University College is the academic unit at 
IUPUI that provides a common gateway to the 
academic programs available to entering 
students.  University College coordinates 
existing university resources and develops 
new initiatives to promote academic excellence 
and enhance student persistence.  It provides 
a setting where faculty, staff, and students 
share in the responsibility for making IUPUI a 
supportive and challenging environment for 
learning. 



IUPUI University College

� UC Programs 
� Honors
� Advising
� College Readiness Programs
� New Student Orientation
� Learning Center – academic mentoring
� Student Support Services
� Career Center
� Student Athlete Mentoring
� First-Year Seminars
� Critical Inquiry 
� Summer Academy Bridge Program



Approaches to
General Education

� Distribution

� Core

� Student Learning



Principles of 
Undergraduate Learning 

(PULs)



Core Communication and 
Quantitative Skills

The foundational areas of writing, 
reading, speaking, listening, quantitative 
analysis and use of information 
technology – the core skills for IUPUI 
students.



Intellectual Depth, Breadth,
and Adaptiveness

Intellectual depth, breadth, and adaptiveness is the 
ability to examine, organize, and apply disciplinary 
ways of knowing to specific issues.  Intellectual depth 
is demonstrated by substantial knowledge in one area, 
usually the major, but where applicable, in a minor or 
other concentration of study.  Intellectual breadth is 
demonstrated by the ability to compare and contrast 
approaches to knowledge in different disciplines and 
by the ability to define what counts as evidence in each 
discipline.  Adaptiveness is demonstrated by modifying 
one’s approach to a problem or question based on the 
requirements of a particular situation.



Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is a sophisticated 
cognitive process which involves the 
careful examination of ideas and 
information from multiple perspectives in 
order to clarify and improve our 
understanding and to develop ideas that 
are unique, useful, and worthy of further 
elaboration.



Understanding Society
and Culture

Understanding society and culture is the 
ability to place one’s own cultural 
traditions in a broader human context.  
This ability is demonstrated by writing, 
actions, and speech which indicate 
knowledge of the range of diversity in 
traditions, history, and values.



Integration and
Application of Knowledge

Integration of knowledge is demonstrated when 
students articulate and apply concepts or 
constructs from two or more disciplinary areas 
to personal, academic, professional, or 
community activities.  Application of knowledge 
occurs when students participate in 
experiences that enable them to link their 
knowledge to their own intellectual 
development, to their professional goals, and 
to the goals of society.



Values and Ethics

An undergraduate education fosters the 
development of a sense of aesthetics, 
values, and ethical standards.  The 
enactment of values and ethics occurs 
when students make informed and 
ethical decisions in their personal, 
academic, and professional endeavors.



Principles of Undergraduate 
Learning (PULs)

� We set the stage for the PULs in orientation.

� Students get the notebook divider, and a 
faculty members talks about the PULs.

� We also include the PULs in the orientation 
leader skit launching orientation day.



The University College Building 
itself highlights the PULs

In the classrooms

In the stairwells



The PULS in University College



PULs

� The PULs are covered in the Template 
for First Year Seminars at IUPUI, 
embedded in learning communities.

� We offer 102 learning communities this 
fall.





Instructional Teams

• Faculty

• Academic Advisor

• Student Mentor

• Librarian



Learning Outcomes

Students will begin to develop a 
comprehensive perspective on 
higher education.



Learning Outcomes

Students will have the opportunity to 
experience a safe, supportive, and 
positive university learning 
experience, which includes the 
establishment of a network of staff, 
faculty and other students.



Learning Outcomes

Students will understand and begin to 
practice basic communication skills 
appropriate to the academic setting.



Learning Outcomes

Students will begin the process of 
understanding critical thinking in the 
university context.



Learning Outcomes

Students should understand and 
apply information technology in 
support of their academic work.



Learning Outcomes

Students should begin to develop a 
knowledge of their own abilities, 
skills, and life demands so that they 
can develop these more effectively in 
pursuit of their academic goals.



Learning Outcomes

Students should understand the role 
and make full use of IUPUI resources 
and services which support their 
learning and campus connections.



We have scavenger hunts in the first-year 
seminars, based on the PULs. 

Students are very creative!



The ABCThe ABC ’’ss
Attitude, Behavior, CognitionAttitude, Behavior, Cognition

AttitudeAttitude

BehaviorBehavior

CognitionCognition



Marcia BaxterMarcia Baxter --MagoldaMagolda



Tying KnotsTying Knots



Building the Foundation for Building the Foundation for 
Powerful Pedagogies*Powerful Pedagogies*

� Internships/Co-ops
� Senior capstone
� First-year experiences
� Undergraduate research/creative projects
� Learning Communities
� Study Abroad
� Service Learning
� Writing in the Disciplines

*US News and World Report



Pedagogical Reforms*Pedagogical Reforms*

� Problem-based Learning
� Collaborative Learning
� Service Learning
� Undergraduate Research

* Russ Edgerton



RISE
� Research
� International Study Abroad

� Service Learning
� Experiential Learning



GROUPS



Co-curricular 
Pathways



Co-curricular Pathways

Consider this:

Where are you currently in your 
efforts to integrate the 
curriculum and co-curriculum 
to support student 
engagement and learning?



Why is this integration important? 

Learning:
A comprehensive, holistic, transformative 
activity that integrates academic learning 
and student development (Learning Reconsidered, 2004)



Students learn more when they are 
engaged at reasonably high levels in a 
variety of educationally purposeful 
activities, inside and outside of the 
classroom.

(Astin, 1984; Kuh, Douglas, Lund & Ramin-Gyurnek, 1994; Kuh, 
Schuh, Whitt & Associates, 1991; Pascarella & Terenzini, 1991; Tinto,
1987)



Seamless Learning
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� As involvement in co-curricular 
experiences during the academic career 
increases, students are more likely to:
� Feel satisfied

� Experience academic success
� Persist to graduation

(Berger & Milem, 1999; Peltier, Laden & Matranga, 1999: Upcraft, 1989)



Student co-curricular 
involvement directly linked to 
learning outcomes

� Cognitive Complexity
� Knowledge Acquisition and Application
� Humanitarianism
� Interpersonal and intrapersonal 

competence
� Practical competence (Kuh, 1993, 2003)



Enhancing student learning 
and engagement through the 
co-curriculum at IUPUI: 

How is this done?

� Rethinking the curriculum
� How do we package and offer meaningful learning experiences to 

enhance student engagement?

� Rethinking the work in student affairs
� How do we offer student activities and programs to be 

educationally purposeful?

� Rethinking our administrative structures
� How do we best structure our work for increased intentional 

collaboration between academic and student affairs?



Rethinking the work in student 
affairs

Shift the focus in student affairs to support 
the academic mission of the institution 

� It is everyone’s responsibility at the 
university.

� Strategic planning with the focus of 
supporting student learning and retention



Rethinking the work in student 
affairs

Student programming must be 
intentional (educationally purposeful 
and developmentally appropriate)

Use of University’s Principles of Undergraduate 
Learning (PULs) as foundation for 
programming in:

� Housing & Residence Life
� Student Activities



Rethinking the work in student 
affairs

Student programming must be 
intentional (educationally purposeful and 
developmentally appropriate)

� Restructuring the way we do student activities to 
support the first-year curriculum through:
� Diversity awareness
� Civic engagement
� Leadership development



Co-curricular Pathways

� Examples of the co-curriculum supporting 
curricular innovations at IUPUI

� Discover Indianapolis
� First year seminar with focus on increasing 

civic engagement

� Support to Themed Learning Community (TLC) 
faculty in developing meaning out-of-class co-
curricular activities



Co-curricular Pathways:
Assessment



Assessment: Discover 
Indianapolis Course

Tools/ instruments used
� American Democracy 

Project (ADP) Survey
� Measures civic awareness 

and engagement

� Miville-Guzman 
Universality Diversity 
Scale – Short Form 
(MGUDS-S)
� Measures diversity 

Knowledge, awareness & 
behaviors

� Written reflections 
� Qualitative measure of 

student diversity 
experiences

Findings
As a result of this course:
� Increased political 

awareness and 
involvement

� Increased awareness of 
community involvement

� Increased participation 
in volunteerism

� Increased diversity 
knowledge and 
awareness



Co-curricular Pathways: 
Assessment

� National Survey of Student 
Engagement (NSSE)
� an annual survey of first-year and senior 

students 

� The instrument measures the degree to 
which students participate in educational 
experiences that have been shown to 
relate to positive educational outcomes at 
the collegiate level. 



NSSE assesses student 
experiences in the following 
areas

� involvement in a 
range of purposeful 
in-class and out-of-
class activities 

� amount of reading and 
writing 

� participation in 
selected educational 
programs 

� perceptions of the 
campus environment, 
including the quality of 
students’ relationships 
with peers, faculty 
members, and 
administrators 

� student satisfaction with 
academic advising and 
their overall collegiate 
experience 



.083.7471.3681

No

.069
1.1171.62260

YesHours per 7-day week spent 
participating in co-
curricular activities 

Std. Error MeanStd. DeviationMeanN
Enrolled in First Year 

Seminar?

IUPUI Themed Learning Communities: Hours per week 
spent participating in co-curricular activities   

t(339)= 1.97, p=.050 (Source: Hansen & Wince, Unpublished document, 2005).



.060
.5681.2989

No

.052   .8661.80275

YesParticipated in a community-
based project (e.g., 
service learning) as 
part of a regular 
course

Std. Error MeanStd. DeviationMeanN
Enrolled in First Year 

Seminar?

IUPUI Themed Learning Communities: 
Participated in a community-based project as 
part of a class

t(362)= 5.22, p<.001  (Source: Hansen & Wince, Unpublished document, 2005).



.1111.0142.8283

No

.062
1.0093.15264

YesCommunity service or 
volunteer work

Std. Error MeanStd. DeviationMeanN
Enrolled in First Year 

Seminar?

IUPUI Themed Learning Communities: 
Participated in community service or volunteer 
work
t(345)= 2.61, p=.009 (Source: Hansen & Wince, Unpublished document, 2005).



.078.7151.4284

No

.050
.8111.63265

YesAttended an art exhibit, 
gallery, play, dance, or other 
theater performance

Std. Error MeanStd. DeviationMeanN
Enrolled in First Year 
Seminar?

IUPUI Themed Learning Communities: 
Attended an art exhibit, gallery, play, 
dance, or theatre performance
t(347)= 2.20, p=.028 (Source: Hansen & Wince, Unpublished document, 2005).



Groups / Break



Bringing it all 
together



Assessment of an Integrated 
General Education 
Curriculum



Multiple Methods of 
Assessment

� School Annual Reports
� ePortfolio
� Surveys

� Continuing Student Satisfaction and 
Priorities Survey

� National Survey of Student Engagement
� PUL Survey



School Annual Reports

� Sources of evidence:
� Capstone projects

� Course assignments
� Internships

� Local performance assessments
� National benchmarking and accreditation 



ePortfolio



Current Definition of ePort

A collection of purposefully organized 
artifacts that support retrospective and 
prospective reflection and which 
document, augment, and assess 
student learning over time.



IUPUI ePort Goals

� Empower students
� Access all learning resources anywhere, anyplace, 

anytime
� Work smarter and more efficiently
� Discover and demonstrate logical pathways to academic 

success
� Enable faculty

� Partner in students’ progress
� Provide rich content with greater ease

� Enrich learning experiences
� Through learning across courses and co-curricular 

activities and meaningful connections in the community 
and work.







Reflection in ePort

� Our definition:  Reflecting involves 
connecting evidence of learning to 
expectations for learning to discover 
and describe intellectual change.

� Elements of reflection
� Evidence 
� Connections
� Intellectual growth



� "Where is the wisdom we have 
lost in knowledge? Where is the 
knowledge we have lost in 
information?" – T.S. Eliot



What is thinking critically?

� Thinking critically involves integrating 
knowledge and understanding with 
experience and context to make wise 
decisions in unfamiliar circumstances.

� Sharon J. Hamilton 2008



Attributes of a Critical Thinker

� Asks pertinent questions
� Assesses statements and arguments
� Aware of gaps in understanding or 

information
� Defines criteria for analyzing ideas
� Examines beliefs, assumptions, and 

opinions and weighs them against facts
� Makes wise decisions based on all the 

above



Preflection

1. What are your important goals for your life after 
college ?  Think about your goals in areas like 
career, citizenship, relationships, personal life, and 
spiritual/religious development. 

2. Thinking of one or two of these goals, what do 
you need to do and learn between now and 
graduation to get there ?  What abilities, skills, 
knowledge, and other characteristics do you need 
to improve or develop?



Reflection

1. Reflect upon the goals you had during your first 
weeks at IUPUI.

� Have your goals , or your ideas about how to 
reach them, changed ?

� What have you learned that is relevant to the 
goal(s) discussed in your preflection?  What is the 
evidence for this learning?  
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Matrix Thinking

1. Movement from focus on original 
document to focus on original document 
in relation to a new conceptual 
framework

2. See work in new focus
3. Results in greater depth of 

understanding of original work
4. Students can assess their intellectual 

growth since the original writing.
5. Development in reflective thinking



Development in Reflection

� Ability to self assess

� Awareness of how one learns

� Developing lifelong learning skills
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Continuing Student Satisfaction 
and Priorities Survey (CSSPS)

� Assesses four areas:
� Satisfaction with IUPUI experiences
� Campus Climate for Diversity
� Work and College
� Growth in Learning



Action Plan

“Developing and assessing an integrated 
general education curriculum on your 
campus”




