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CREATING THE FUTURE OF FACULTY DEVELOPMENT 

Learning From the Past, Understanding the Present  
 

Mary Deane Sorcinelli, Ann E. Austin, Pamela L. Eddy, & Andrea L. Beach 

      
Efforts to support and enrich faculty work—particularly in a changing 
context—are critically important to faculty members, institutional leaders, 
and higher education itself. This book surveys faculty development from its 
beginnings, summarizes the challenges and pressures now facing developers 
and higher education as a whole, and proposes an agenda for the future of 
faculty development. Based on a study of nearly 500 faculty developers 
from all institutional types, this book offers a vision of what the field might 
become, addressing several key issues such as the structural variations 
among faculty development programs; the goals, purposes, and models that 
guide and influence program development; and the top challenges facing 
faculty members, institutions, and faculty development programs. 
 
Contents include: 
 
• The evolution of faculty development 
• A portrait of current faculty development: Personnel and programs 
• Influences on developers and programs 
• Current issues addressed by faculty development services 
• Future priorities for faculty development  
• Future directions for faculty development 
• Faculty development in the Age of the Network 
 
Mary Deane Sorcinelli is associate provost for faculty development and 
director of the Center for Teaching at the University of Massachusetts 
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“There is no one more 
qualified to chart the 
progress of faculty 
development since its 
founding than the authors 
of this book. Their 

research will provide new 
and experienced faculty 
developers alike with great 
insights for continuing 
that growth.”   
 
 — Marilla D. Svinicki,  

former directer, Center for 
Teaching Effectiveness, 
University of Texas–
Austin 


