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!! St. Jerome’s University—where and what is it, 
and who are we? 

!! Human Sciences 101—what is it? 

!! How is social justice work incorporated into 
Human Sciences 101? 

!! How are e-portfolios integrated into 
HumSci101, and how do they reflect our 
students’ becoming ‘citizens of the world’? 

!! Implementing the course—a template 

!! Future plans 
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!! St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo, Ontario, 
Canada:  A public Roman Catholic Liberal Arts 
university, federated with the University of 
Waterloo, established in 1865 

!! www.sju.ca 
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!! Tracy Penny Light, PhD:  Professor of History 
and SMF (Sexuality, Marriage & Family) 

!! Lorna Rourke, MA, MLS:  Library Director 

!! Jessica Brunton:  1st year undergraduate 
student 
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!! 1st year transition program 

!! Very small class sizes 

!! Integrative learning 
!! Academic context 

!! Social and cultural context 

!! Students as “scholars of learning” 

!! Responsible & engaged citizens 

!! Academic integrity 

!! Linking course with social learning 
experiences 
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!! “A very important aspect that lent to the success 
of the program was the class size. We had only 
eleven students in the class. This small number 
meant that not only were we able to create a 
strong student-teacher connection, but we also 
had the opportunity to communicate with our 
classmates, which was very helpful, as entering 
university is, in some respects, quite anxiety 
provoking, and it was nice to have a class where 
everyone knew each other by name, which 
extended beyond the classroom walls for a 
number of us”.  
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!! “What is the relationship between thinking and 
action?   Do they pull us in different directions? 
Can they be integrated? This course investigates 
how our own dialogue with core texts, from 
antiquity (e.g., Homer) to the present (e.g., 
Arendt), offers ways of understanding the 
dilemmas and issues raised by these texts and 
present in our culture. In particular, this course 
will explore how reflection and action pertain to 
the notion of responsible citizenship and are 
useful for students beginning university study.” 

St. Jerome's University~Human 

Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 7 



1.! Recognize the ethical implications of 
reflection and action in both the course 
texts and in the context of your own 
exploration of what it means to be a 
responsible citizen; 

2.! Engage with the issues raised by the core 
texts in the course through reflection, 
writing, and discussion; 

3.! Develop an understanding of the nature of 
argument through an appreciation of the 
argument of a text; 
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4. Develop a sustained response to an author's 
argument both orally and in writing (i.e., 
have a position defended with evidence) 
that comes from the core texts we are 
studying as well as from outside sources; 

5. Develop an appreciation for “the other” or 
alternative perspectives embedded in 
different core texts and in your exploration 
of what it means to be a responsible citizen; 

6.  Work with others to generate ideas about 
the themes presented in the course. 
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!! Homer, The Odyssey 

!! Augustine, The Confessions 

!! Descartes, Discourse on Method 

!! Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem 
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!! “The Human Science class focused on four 
main texts. While reading each of these texts 
we were asked to relate them back to the 
main themes of the course, which were 
reflection and action. It was both interesting 
and beneficial to discover how one theme 
extended through four different books and 
four different periods in time.” 
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Dr. Penny Light’s section of the course: 

!! Focused on work outside the core texts 

!! Included “field trips” 

!! Included E-Portfolios 

!! Included student presentations based on their 
E-Portfolios 

!! Included in-class research assignment 

!! Focused on writing, critical thinking, 
reflection, action, and responsible citizenship 
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!! “The lectures were very discussion oriented, 
and we were able to learn not only from the 
professor but from each other as well. This 
style of lecture also meant that we were privy 
to a variety of opinions, which helped us 
establish a well-constructed opinion by the 
conclusion of the lecture because we had the 
opportunity to have our own thoughts 
challenged and elaborated upon.”  

St. Jerome's University~Human 

Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 13 



!! “ My professor took an approach that was 
very religiously influenced. I thought that it 
was interesting to examine how the minds of 
humans, and their belief systems, have 
changed throughout time. From Greek 
philosophy to Christian ethics, human science 
really explored the dynamics of the changes.” 
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!! Dr. Scott Kline, Religious Studies Professor & 
Director of the “Beyond Borders” Program, 
spoke about “Heroes and Responsible 
Citizenship” 

!! Dr. Steven Bednarski, History Professor  and 
Medieval Studies Program Director, on 
Augustine in historical context                       

!! Lorna Rourke, Librarian, worked with the 
students on an in-class research exercise and 
discussed academic integrity and information 
literacy 
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!! “Another important aspect that distinguished the 
Human Science class from others was the number 
of guest lecturers that presented. I believe that 
by meeting such a variety of different professors 
we were able to understand the subject matter 
from a variety of different perspectives. At least 
in my case, this exposure encouraged me to 
experiment with class selections that I may not 
have made previous to the Human Science class. 
Once again, the guest lecturers also meant that 
we were introduced to a few more familiar faces 
around campus, which was comforting.” 
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!! Students in the course were expected to 
demonstrate their commitment to being 
responsible citizens 

!! They each worked as volunteers in a variety 
of organizations and programs 

!! At the last class meeting, each student 
reported on their experiences as volunteers 

!! A “Social Justice Club” is being formed at St. 
Jerome’s University, spearheaded by students 
in Tracy’s class 
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!! “Much of the focus of the class was surrounding 
responsible citizenship. One of the major 
requirements for the Human Science class was a 
responsible citizenship assignment, where we were 
asked to first perform an action of responsible 
citizenship, and then reflect upon it in a creative way. 
Many people did so through PowerPoint 
presentations, others created posters, I personally 
constructed a brochure. These were submitted with a 
written report about our action of citizenship.  This 
assignment was assigned to encourage us to get 
involved, not only in our school community, but in 
society as well. It was a step towards becoming 
functional members of a community, and was also an 
opportunity for us to give back and discover other 
facets of our personality through service to others.” 
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The E-Portfolio Assignment: 

1.! Throughout the term you will participate in 
activities that develop your ability to think 
critically about the course themes of reflection 
and action, particularly in terms of responsible. 
You will document your learning!in your 
ePortfolio.! The creation of a portfolio is, in 
essence, a reflective activity.! You will collect 
materials throughout the term to go into your 
ePortfolio and, by the end of the term, select 
those documents that you feel best!showcase 
your learning.!! 
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2.  Your ePortfolio is about your learning, so you 
can choose what to include in the final version 
that you will submit to me.! You may want to 
include your own reflections on the term (i.e. 
thoughts on the various topics), your analytic 
papers, and/or your responsible citizenship 
assignment.!!You may also choose to include 
documents from!other learning contexts (i.e. 
other courses, workplace,!community)!to indicate 
how!what you have learned in HUMSC 101 can be 
transferred or used after the course is over.! 
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!! E-Portfolios were made using the “KEEP 
Toolkit”—open source software from the 
Carnegie Foundation 

!! See eport.uwaterloo.ca  

!! And here are some examples of our HUMSC 
101 students’ E-Portfolios… 
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!! “The E-portfolio was a great culminating 
activity for a class such as Human Science. We 
learned a new skill with the e-portfolio and it 
differed from the rest of our courses. The e-
portfolio forced us to evaluate ourselves and 
our experience in the class, which kept with 
the theme of reflection and action.” 
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Jessica 

Brunton 
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!! “The human science course gave us the 
benefit of an intimate class size which 
enabled us to have in depth discussions. The 
books and materials studied were diverse, 
but were all classic works. I feel that I 
benefitted from reading the various works, 
like The Odyssey and Plato's symposium. The 
books were provided, which meant that we 
had a number of some of the greatest 
classical books, and we did not need to spend 
hundreds of dollars on them.” 
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!! Faculty discussions 

!! Focus groups with students in each section 

!! Future integrated information literacy 
component:  research assignment and skills 
as part of the E-Portfolio 

!! Consideration being given to the course 
becoming compulsory for all 1st year SJU 
students in Fall 2009 
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!! “Human science was a very interesting class. I 
believe that it fulfilled the goal of the 
teachers, which was to help high school 
students to transition into the university 
atmosphere. The course did this in many 
ways; most importantly I feel was that the 
course challenged our way of thinking. It was 
a great way to demonstrate how someone 
should go about university life.” 

St. Jerome's University~Human 

Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 43 



!!tplight@uwaterloo.ca 
!! lerourke@uwaterloo.ca 
!! jabrunto@uwaterloo.ca 

Thank you! 
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