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We're here to talk about...

» St. Jerome’s University—where and what is it,
and who are we?

» Human Sciences 101—what is it?

» How is social justice work incorporated into
Human Sciences 1017

» How are e-portfolios integrated into
HumSci1 01, and how do they reflect our
students’ becoming ‘citizens of the world’?

Implementing the course—a template
Future plans
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Where we’re from

» St. Jerome’s University, Waterloo, Ontario,
Canada: A public Roman Catholic Liberal Arts
university, federated with the University of
Waterloo, established in 1865

» WWW.SjU.ca

St. Jerome 's University~Human
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Who We Are

» Tracy Penny Light, PhD: Professor of History
and SMF (Sexuality, Marriage & Family)

» Lorna Rourke, MA, MLS: Library Director

» Jessica Brunton: 15t year undergraduate
student

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Human Sciences 101

Reflection & Action

» 15t year transition program
» Very small class sizes

» Integrative learning
- Academic context
> Social and cultural context

» Students as “scholars of learning”
» Responsible & engaged citizens
» Academic integrity

» Linking course with social learning
experiences

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Student comment

“A very important aspect that lent to the success
of the program was the class size. We had only
eleven students in the class. This small number
meant that not only were we able to create a
strong student-teacher connection, but we also
had the opportunity to communicate with our
classmates, which was very helpful, as entering
university is, in some respects, quite anxiety
provoking, and it was nice to have a class where
everyone knew each other by name, which
extended beyond the classroom walls for a
number of us”’.

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Course description

“What is the relationship between thinking and
action? Do they pull us in different directions?
Can they be integrated? This course investigates
how our own dialogue with core texts, from
antiquity (e.g., Homer) to the present (e.g.,
Arendt), offers ways of understanding the
dilemmas and issues raised by these texts and
present in our culture. In particular, this course
will explore how reflection and action pertain to
the notion of responsible citizenship and are
useful for students beginning university study.”

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Learning Outcomes for
Human Sciences 101: Students will...

. Recognize the ethical implications of
reflection and action in both the course
texts and in the context of your own
exploration of what it means to be a
responsible citizen;

2. Engage with the issues raised by the core
texts in the course through reflection,
writing, and discussion;

3. Develop an understanding of the nature of
argument through an appreciation of the
argument of a text;

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Learning outcomes...continued

4. Develop a sustained response to an author's
argument both orally and in writing (i.e.,
have a position defended with evidence)
that comes from the core texts we are
studying as well as from outside sources;

5. Develop an appreciation for “the other” or
alternative perspectives embedded in
different core texts and in your exploration
of what it means to be a responsible citizen;

6. Work with others to generate ideas about
the themes presented in the course.

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Texts were supplied to the students
free of charge

» Homer, The Odyssey

» Augustine, The Confessions
» Descartes, Discourse on Method
» Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem

OXFORD WORLD'S CLASSICS

SAINT AUGUSTINE
CONFESSIONS

RENE DESCAKTES

DISCOURSE ON METHOD
AND RELATED WRITINGS

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Student comment

» “The Human Science class focused on four
main texts. While reading each of these texts
we were asked to relate them back to the
main themes of the course, which were
reflection and action. It was both interesting
and beneficial to discover how one theme
extended through four different books and

four different periods in time.”

LAY St. Jerome's University~Human
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Three different professors/
Three different approaches

Dr. Penny Light’s section of the course:

» Focused on work outside the core texts
» Included “field trips”

» Included E-Portfolios

» Included student presentations based on their
E-Portfolios

» Included in-class research assignment

» Focused on writing, critical thinking,
reflection, action, and responsible citizenship

St. Jerome 's University~Human
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Student Comment

» “The lectures were very discussion oriented,
and we were able to learn not only from the
professor but from each other as well. This
style of lecture also meant that we were privy
to a variety of opinions, which helped us
establish a well-constructed opinion by the
conclusion of the lecture because we had the
opportunity to have our own thoughts
challenged and elaborated upon.”

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Comment from a student in
another section of the course

“My professor took an approach that was
very religiously influenced. | thought that it
was interesting to examine how the minds of
humans, and their belief systems, have
changed throughout time. From Greek
philosophy to Christian ethics, human science
really explored the dynamics of the changes.”

St. Jerome 's University~Human
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Guest speakers added to the

students’ experience of the course

» Dr. Scott Kline, Religious Studies Professor &
Director of the “Beyond Borders” Program,
spoke about “Heroes and Responsible
Citizenship”

» Dr. Steven Bednarski, History Professor and
Medieval Studies Program Director, on
Augustine in historical context

» Lorna Rourke, Librarian, worked with the
students on an in-class research exercise and
discussed academic integrity and information
literacy

St. Jerome 's University~Human
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Student comment

“Another important aspect that distinguished the
Human Science class from others was the number
of guest lecturers that presented. | believe that
by meeting such a variety of different professors
we were able to understand the subject matter
from a variety of different perspectives. At least
in my case, this exposure encouraged me to
experiment with class selections that | may not
have made previous to the Human Science class.
Once again, the guest lecturers also meant that
we were introduced to a few more familiar faces
around campus, which was comforting.”

St. Jerome's University~Human
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"‘Responsible Citizenship™ and
Human Sciences1 0]

» Students in the course were expected to
demonstrate their commitment to being
responsible citizens

» They each worked as volunteers in a variety
of organizations and programs

» At the last class meeting, each student
reported on their experiences as volunteers

» A “Social Justice Club” is being formed at St.

Jerome’s University, spearheaded by students
in Tracy’s class

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Student comment

“Much of the focus of the class was surrounding
responsible citizenship. One of the major
requirements for the Human Science class was a
responsible citizenship assignment, where we were
asked to first perform an action of responsible
citizenship, and then reflect upon it in a creative way.
Many people did so through PowerPoint
presentations, others created posters, | personally
constructed a brochure. These were submitted with a
written report about our action of citizenship. This
assignment was assigned to encourage us to get
involved, not only in our school community, but in
society as well. It was a step towards becoming
functional members of a community, and was also an
opportunity for us to give back and discover other
facets of our personality through service to others.”

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios
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E-Portfolios and
Human Sciences 101

The E-Portfolio Assignment:

Throughout the term you will participate in
activities that develop your ability to think
critically about the course themes of reflection
and action, particularly in terms of responsible.
You will document your learning in your
ePortfolio. The creation of a portfolio is, in
essence, a reflective activity. You will collect
materials throughout the term to go into your
ePortfolio and, by the end of the term, select
those documents that you feel best showcase
your learning.

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 19



he E-Portfolio Assignment...continued

2. Your ePortfolio is about your learning, so you
can choose what to include in the final version
that you will submit to me. You may want to
include your own reflections on the term (i.e.
thoughts on the various topics), your analytic
papers, and/or your responsible citizenship
assignment. You may also choose to include
documents from other learning contexts (i.e.
other courses, workplace, community) to indicate
how what you have learned in HUMSC 101 can be
transferred or used after the course is over.

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios
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Student E-Portfolios

» E-Portfolios were made using the “KEEP
Toolkit”—open source software from the
Carnegie Foundation

» See eport.uwaterloo.ca

» And here are some examples of our HUMSC
101 students’ E-Portfolios...

St. Jerome 's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 21



Student Comment

» “The E-portfolio was a great culminating
activity for a class such as Human Science. We
learned a new skill with the e-portfolio and it
differed from the rest of our courses. The e-
portfolio forced us to evaluate ourselves and
our experience in the class, which kept with
the theme of reflection and action.”

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 22




Jessica Brunton's HUMAN SCIENCE E-portfolio:
HOW GREAT DIALOGUES, REFLECTION AND ACTION CHANGED MY VIEW OF THE WORLD
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More eportfolio samples

Responsibility, What's That?
By Spencer Goudy

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios
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Responsible Citizenship

and

The St. Jerome’s Student

By Faith Camelaetti

The Role of the S5t. Jexome's Student

e Take certain courses and attend class

e Do assigned readings, homework,
assigrnments and studying

e Maintain marks and overall average
e Graduate

e Enter workforce and become a valued
contributor of society
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ntroduction

Wolcome to my E-portfolioc on Responsible
icizenship!?

A firat-year student at St. Jercme's
pniversicy, I decided to focus any E-portfolio
n Responaible Citizenship in the 1ife of the
verage St. Jerome's student.

s0 to help you Navigate easily through this
~portfolio there are three sections.

tion 1 (In Orange)- "The Average St.
ercme's Student”

tion 2 (In Blue)- "Reflection and Action”™

tion 3 (In Cream/Yellow)- "Examples of
espongible Citizenship®™

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios
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Individual Perapective and Reflection

The importance of being an individual is that
individuality is what affects our thought
process. The combination of roles we play, in
collaboration with vhat we gain from 1life
experiences creates a lens to vhich we view
the world. With this lens, we don‘t see
things as they are, we instead see things as
wWe are.

Deing awvare that our “lens” and thought
process is affected by different external
experiences is important to help prevent
negative ideas, opinions and images from
affecting our thoughts, emotions and actions.
Khen Eleancor Roosevelt said, “No one can make
you feel inferior withoutr your consent™, it
teflected the notion that with self-
confidaence and self-regulated reflection we
are enabled to control our own lens. This
self-regulation of cur lens, is exactly what
is needed for Responsible Citizens. If your
voice, cpinion and choice of action is
sacrificed to overwhelming external forces,
you are allowing yourself to be objectified
and incapable of becoming a positive force
and influence within humanity.

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios
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Responsible Citizenship: In and Beyond the Walls of the Classroom

By: Kavie Zaparanwk

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios 35




Introduction to ePortfolio

Dr. Tracy Penny. Light's class MUMSC 101: RefSection and Action looks
ot the concepts of reflection and action and the whole notion of
responsible cltizenship in relation to four core texts: Homer's The
Odyssey, The Confessions by Saint Augestine, Descaries’ Nscourse on
Method, and Eichmann in Jerusalom by Hansah Arendt. HUMSC 101
acts a5 » transition class from high schood 1o wniversity by offering a
small class size, class participation, and In depth feedback on
assignments and tasks completed but it does much moee than that, #
acts as » model for leading a life of critical thinking because it focuses
on the reading and discussion of the texts but also how 1o apply these
ideas beyond the classroom, B s Swough reading these works and
having discussions that | have developed a clear undentanding of what
reflection and action are and how combined they can make somecne a

responsible citizen,
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What is Responsible Citizenship to Me?

At the culmination of HUMSC 101 | have come to view the following
characteristics and actions to contribute to the development of &

respoosible ciizen. People who embody these things and act
accordingly ace those who are changing our world for the betier.

+ Itis the marriage of reflection and acticn. The process of reflecting
belore acting beace action resulting from reflection

* Reflection and acticn in everyday life joined with strong morality and
othics (what ix right and wrong) makes someone a respoasible citizen.

* A person who does what they can for the good of human kind with
what skills, talents, and abilities they possess at a particelar moment in
time displays responsidle citizenship.

* It is not static. How somwone contributes 10 society as a responaible

citizen changes over time and is dependent on age, job, social class,

gender, otc.

* A responsible cizen stands for something: they are an of

mmwdubumm s a person
Semseives by saying “1 have nothing to say, | cant

m'mmmmmmmmu

* It looks at people cn the cutside edges of society i.e. poverty, racium,
o1, and responds (heigs) these pecple.

* A responsible citizen takes responsibility for thelr acticns, or lack of,

Being a Responsible Citizen

“Never doubt that a small group of commirted people can
change the workd. Indeed, X is the only thing that ever has.”
- Margaret Mead

37



What is Action to Me?

Ale rwading and studying the four core texts | have drawn the
following conclusions about acticn.

* Positive action results from reflection.
* Action without rellection generally ends up badly.

* It Is the process of “carrylng out™ something: # can be elther good or
bad.

+ It is often done out of a want o¢ a need.

* Action always has a purpose whether you are consclously or
subconsciously thinking about it

* A person's actices speak louder than words; they are a physical
display and expression of cne’s attitudes, beliels, leelings, opinions,
oie.

Tl Mare to go b3 CTV.ca
nthe news. Afleralit
aythang there would

Ways to be Active

People think $hat they are already active in their lives with their jobs,
school, family, e8¢, and this is true. However, there ate many other
opportunities 1o become active and involved that not sveryone takes
advantage of. Below is a list of a fow activitios which you or your lamily
membens may want 1o try,

+ Join a club
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Relay for Life and Me

Like | sald worlier the lessons taught in HUMSC 101 extend far beyond
the walls of the classroom and into the real world. Belore even
knowing that this closs existed | was akveady applying the notion of
being a responsible citizen 10 my Se. My imvolvemant with Noeth
Durham Relay Sor Life 2003 not only, | hope, helped to come one step
closar %0 finding & cure for cancer bet bettered me a3 & peron and

HUNSC 191 has truly afected me as more than just a stadent but
2 porson. The lessons taught in the class extend far beyond those of
just an educational valee: they embody what it means to be a good
porson. Although s purpose s 1o assist in the transition of a student
from high school 5o university | belleve that it goes beyond this and
shapes students imto the responsible cizens of today and tomorrow,

* Through class discussions on refllection, action, and responaible
citirenship | have developed & better undertanding of these theoo then
Iwould have had | sisnply just read the Books. This shows what can of

leamar | am. | loam better varbally as opposed 1o vissally,

* Through hearing other people’s opiaions & helped me to better
understand my own, Furthermore | was able to see how my own life

experiences have shaped my perspectives and others thelrs,

+ As a penspactive Speech Commmunication Majee | am able 10 relate the
three key topic areas of HUMSC 101 into what | am currently learning
about good imerparsonal communicason. la fact | put sticky notes in
mry SPCCOM book relating the two couwrses together.

* | have further developed my critical thinking theough reading and
discussing the texts, | am able to think beyond the woeds that | read

and see what is “hidden” (the deeper meaning'message).

* My eyes have been opened 10 view things in a broader context. |
realize that it is important 10 take Bings and put them into comext.
VWhether it is a cultural context, an era context, a gender context, eic.

By putting things and people im0 context you are betier able 1o
understand them.

* You really can maks o difference. This cosrse empowers you to
believe that even the smallest things you do Lo, stand up for somecne
who is being bullied make you into a responaible citizen. With
citizenship commes great power and with this power we
out future,




Student Comment

» “The human science course gave us the
benefit of an intimate class size which
enabled us to have in depth discussions. The
books and materials studied were diverse,
but were all classic works. | feel that |
benefitted from reading the various works,
like The Odyssey and Plato's symposium. The
books were provided, which meant that we
had a number of some of the greatest
classical books, and we did not need to spend
hundreds of dollars on them.”

St. Jerome's University~Human
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Future plans/Following up

» Faculty discussions
» Focus groups with students in each section
» Future integrated information literacy

component: research assignment and skills
as part of the E-Portfolio

» Consideration
becoming com
students in Fal

neing given to the course
oulsory for all 1st year SJU

2009

St. Jerome's University~Human
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A student has the final word...

» "Human science was a very interesting class. |
believe that it fulfilled the goal of the
teachers, which was to help high school
students to transition into the university
atmosphere. The course did this in many
ways, most importantly | feel was that the
course challenged our way of thinking. It was
a great way to demonstrate how someone
should go about university life.”
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To contact us...

» tplight@uwaterloo.ca

» lerourke@uwaterloo.ca

» jabrunto@uwaterloo.ca

e

St. Jerome's University~Human
Sciences 101 & E-portfolios

Thank you!
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