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Project Pericles is developing a co-curricular program, Debating for Democracy (D4D), in which Periclean students research, develop their own opinions and advocate their positions on current issues of public import.  The program is currently in its pilot year, with six Pericleans schools participating: Bates College, Bethune-Cookman College, Elon University, Pace University, Wagner College, and Widener University.  This academic year topics will include immigration, voter rights, and privacy issues surrounding online social networking websites such as Facebook and MySpace. 

Objectives of D4D

Debating for Democracy will inspire student civic interest, understanding, and active involvement.

Interest – D4D will:
· Tap into student idealism, fostering interest and investment in civic matters and facilitating the desire and ability to advocate their beliefs thoughtfully and respectfully in the classroom, on campus, and in the community.

· Inspire students to participate and make a difference in the processes of our democracy.

· Attract public interest and support, representing and highlighting the mission of Project Pericles.

Understanding – D4D will: 

· Encourage students to seek an understanding of current social and political issues, the institutions and processes of our democracy, and the means for using them in advocating political beliefs.

· Serve as a tool of empowerment that encourages students to think critically, seek knowledge, and become agents of change.

Active Involvement – D4D will: 
· Invite the involvement of students with different interests, skills, and academic backgrounds by offering a variety of participatory roles—conducting research, organizing panels and speakers, evaluating and coaching presenters, promoting audience attendance and participation, and managing the programs.

· Develop the skills that students need for active engagement in public issues and democratic processes—conducting research and analysis, forming opinions and judgments, designing and presenting arguments, and provoking interest, enthusiasm, and conviction in others.

· Provide students with the experience and satisfaction of advocacy as well as opportunity for leadership and civic accomplishment; provide incentives for, and recognition of, student and faculty involvement and achievement.

· Contribute to the informed development of policy on local and national levels.
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