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Big Questions (Esquith)
1. Inequality of what?  Opportunities, resources, income, or capabilities?

2. What do we mean by global inequality?  What is the global South?

3. What exactly is wrong with global inequality? Material deprivation, loss of self-respect, loss of liberty, or procedural unfairness?

4. What do we mean by cultural conflict and how can it be lessened?  Is there a right to cultural liberty?

5. Why address these issues through the arts and humanities?

6. Why a residential college in the arts and humanities?

 Contexts
· The Political Economy: an aging manufacturing economy (Esquith)
· Lou Glazer, “A New Agenda for a New Michigan,” Michigan Future, Inc., June 2006;  http://www.michiganfuture.org/Reports/NewAgendaFinalReportComplete.pdf
· John C. Austin, “The Vital Center: A Federal-State Compact to Renew the Great Lakes Region,” The Brooking Institution Metropolitan Policy Program, 2006  http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/20061020_renewgreatlakes.htm
· The Academy:  accreditation and assessment (Klomparens)
Responses (Esquith)
How have the arts and humanities played a constructive role in addressing global inequality and cultural conflicts?  

· Jane Addams School for Democracy  http://www.publicwork.org/jas/
· Photovoice: Social Change through Photography  http://www.photovoice.com/
· FiftyCrows: Social Change Photography http://www.fiftycrows.org/photoessay/
The Residential College in the Arts and Humanities at MSU (Esquith 1-6; Klomparens 7)
At Michigan State University we have created a new residential college in the arts and humanities with the specific goal of providing opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students and faculty throughout the university, not just in the RCAH, to address problems of inequality and cultural conflict.  To this end, the RCAH will 

1. host guest artists, writers, and musicians who have responded to these Big Questions

2. require world language proficiency of all undergraduate RCAH majors and work closely with other units to make proficiency assessment more widely available

3. require civic engagement projects of all RCAH undergraduate majors

4. offer study abroad and study away experiences in the global South, often coupled with civic engagement projects

5. strengthen linkage agreements between the RCAH other universities in the global South

6. conduct campus dialogues in collaboration with other residence life programs on the subject of personal and social responsibility for students, staff, and faculty 
7. support graduate student research on teaching, learning, and engagement through the RCAH/CASTL Fellows Program
Discussion Topics
1. What pedagogical methods are most appropriate to address these large issues of global inequality and cultural conflict in the context of a residential living/learning community like the RCAH?
2. How can graduate students best contribute to this project in the context of an undergraduate residential living/learning community like the RCAH?

3. How can cooperation between the RCAH, disciplinary departments and interdisciplinary graduate programs be achieved to further this project?
4. What types of career development program are most appropriate for undergraduate and graduate students in a living/learning community like the RCAH in order to prepare them for careers in the arts and humanities?

5. How can appropriate faculty be recruited and what kind of faculty development will be necessary for this residential living/learning community?
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