Venessa Perez Wins First Place for Freedom Summer Poster
Venessa Perez, a Montclair resident and a rising senior in Creative Arts and Technology at Bloomfield College, has been awarded the first place in the New Jersey Advertising 2004 Awards in the category of Political/Advocacy.

Ms. Perez’s poster can be viewed at: http://www.nothingreally.com/poster.htm. 

The poster was for a voter registration drive that was part of Bloomfield’s 40th Anniversary Commemoration of Freedom Summer.  That commencement fostered student activism and honored the civil rights campaigns of 1964 with history courses, visiting scholars and speakers, and music and theater productions. Ms. Perez used her talents as a graphic designer to create the posters and publicity for the program. Frustrated by some students’ lack of engagement in the 2004 Presidential election, she created a postser simply titled, “Vote!” Some of her peers found the poster disturbing, with its illustration of a mouth that could be zipped, but open instead to shout, “VOTE!”

Professor Nancy Bacci has called Ms. Perez “a fluid designer with great facility” and praises her ability to network. She says that Ms. Perez is the president of the student graphics club, Artistic Touch, and “keeps track of everybody and everything.” The diversity of Bloomfield inspires Venessa Perez as a graphic designer. “In CAT, there is active diversity. I find the energy of working together with everyone in our building really exciting. We share ideas; nobody hoards ideas. WE can be three people from t here very different cultures working together, and we actively teach each other. We know that each of our cultures is honored and that our individual experiences are valued. When I create a work with input from these friends, it’s as if so many lives go into my project.”

Creative Arts and Technology Division Chairperson Lisa Rabinowitz also notes the continuing relevance of Bloomfield’s Freedom Summer programs. With the conviction of former Klansman Edgar Ray Killen finally in June 2005, forty-one years after the murder of three student civil rights workers, she expects students to return to campus in the fall, ready to discuss the continuing significance of Freedom Summer. The study of Freedom Summer was supported at Bloomfield College by the Bildner Campus Diversity Initiative, a state-wide program to reduce prejudice and promote intercultural communication through higher education.
